This is a version of a Japanese folktale which I adapted for active telling to very young children, I call it ‘The Dancing Rabbit’
Background : Japan is a country comprising several islands, somewhat like Trinidad and Tobago. Japan is in the Pacific Ocean, Trinidad in the Atlantic almost on the opposite side of the globe. I played a game where at the call of ‘Trinidad’, the children turn in one direction, at the call of ‘Japan’, they turn the opposite direction, and at the call of any other countries they stay still or else they are ‘out’.

Story :

[choose some children to be rabbits, tell the other children to be crocodiles]

Once upon a time there was a white rabbit who lived on one of the islands of Japan. One day, he wanted to go to the main island. But he had a problem – he could not swim. 

But he was a very smart rabbit. Do you know what he did? He called all the crocodiles in the water and told them , “Line up! I’m going to count you!”

So all the crocodiles came into a line, and the rabbit jumped on each of their heads, counting – “one, two three…” [here ‘crocodiles’ line up, or join hands, and everyone jumps and counts]
…and so the rabbit jumped all the way to the next island. The last crocodile tried to bite him, but he got away. Now he was all alone on the beach, and far away from the town. The poor rabbit didn’t know what to do.

Just then, five princes came along. [count the princes, forming  ‘crown’ with palms touching above the head each time]

They were very handsome princes, but they were not nice princes at all. They were mean, unkind princes. They met the rabbit on the beach, and the rabbit asked them, “Please take me with you!”. But they all said, “no! we are on our way to meet a princess! We don’t want you!” 

And they left the poor little rabbit all alone.

Then another prince came and found the rabbit. He was handsome, but he was brave and kind too. He was a nice prince. When the rabbit begged him, “please help me, please take me with you!” the nice prince said, “of course! I’ll take you with me to the palace.” They became friends and walked to the palace. [Let’s all go to the palace, take big steps, count the steps as everyone walks to the palace]

When the nice prince and the rabbit reached the palace, they found the five mean princes there, and they all went inside to meet the princess. This princess was a beautiful princess, the most beautiful girl they had ever seen. All of the princes fell in love with her. The princess saw them and thought they were all very handsome, But, she would only marry the one who pleased her the most.

The first mean prince said, “look, I have jewels for you! The most beautiful, shiny jewels, diamonds and pearls…” But the princess said, “I have plenty of jewels already. Take him away!” So the guards took that mean prince and threw him in jail.

The second mean prince said, “look, I have clothes for you! The most beautiful colourful clothes…” But the princess said, “I have plenty of clothes already. Take him away!” So the guards took that mean prince and threw him in jail.

The third mean prince said, “look, I have sweets for you! The most delicious, tasty sweets, all shapes and colours…” But the princess said, “I have plenty of sweets already. Take him away!” So the guards took that mean prince and threw him in jail.

The other two mean princes were so scared by now that they just turned and ran away, the big cowards! The nice prince went to the princess with the rabbit. The rabbit wanted to help his friend, so he started to dance, he danced and charmed the princess [ask the chosen rabbits to dance, then everyone dances].  The beautiful princess fell in love with the kind prince and they lived happily ever after with their friend the dancing rabbit.

