This is a version of a Japanese folktale which I adapted for active telling to very young children, I call it ‘The Badger Kettle’
Background : The Tanuki is a small furry creature, with a striped raccoon-like tail. It lives in Japan, and it is sometimes called a badger. In Japanese folklore the Tanuki is a trickster who can change its shape, by waving a leaf over its head. They are also said to make music by beating their bellies like drums. They can be good or bad.

Story :

[teach children to actions to follow when you do them]

[tanuki dance at each rhyme part.]

Once upon a time there was an old man who was very kind to all the animals in the forest. He gave them food and let them shelter in his house, and all the animals loved him. 

Now this old man had a kettle he used to boil hot water to make his tea. One day the kettle broke, and he could not make any tea. Japanese people drink lots of tea, so the old man was very sad without a kettle. And he was too poor to buy a new one. So the poor old man cried, “what will I do? How will I get a new kettle?”

The tanuki heard him and told him, “don’t worry. I will get you a new kettle.”

In the morning the old man woke up and found a beautiful new kettle in his kitchen. He was so happy! He put water in the kettle, and put the kettle on a hot fire to boil. But he got a surprise! [kettle action : pretend to pick up kettle, put it onto fire, jump in place with hands to surprised face]

The kettle jumped up and said, 

“Oh oh oh! [jump 3 times] 

It’s hot, hot hot! [wave paws back and forth]

I’m not a kettle! [wave ‘no’] 

I’m not, not, not!” [jump 3 times]

And the kettle turned into a tanuki.

The tanuki had changed himself to look like a kettle to help the old man, but he forgot that kettles go on fires! The old man still had no kettle. 

But the tanuki had an idea. He told the old man, “I will change into a kettle again, and you sell me at the market.” So they did that. The old man got some money and bought a real kettle, and the tanuki-kettle went home with a lady.

The lady put water in the tanuki-kettle, and put him on a hot fire to boil. And she got a surprise! [kettle action]

The kettle jumped up and said, 

“Oh oh oh! It’s hot, hot hot!

I’m not a kettle! I’m not, not, not!”

And the kettle turned back into a tanuki, and the tanuki ran back home to the old man.

The lady was frightened, then she got angry. She went and got the Policeman, “that old man is a magician! He tricked me! he sold me a kettle that changed into a tanuki! He should be punished!”

The policeman did not believe her. He went to the old man’s house and found no tanuki, only a kettle. He put the kettle on the fire to boil, and he got a surprise! [kettle action]

The kettle jumped up and said, 

“Oh oh oh! It’s hot, hot hot!

I’m not a kettle! I’m not, not, not!”

And the kettle turned back into a tanuki.

The tanuki was very sorry for causing trouble for the old man. He told the policeman, “please don’t punish my old friend, take me to the temple and I will stay out of trouble”.

He changed into a kettle and  the policeman took the tanuki-kettle to a temple. The policeman told the priests in the temple, “please take care of this beautiful kettle. Put it in a special place, but never put it on a hot fire.”

So the priests took care of the tanuki-kettle. 

But one day, a new priest came to the temple, and he saw the tanuki-kettle had gotten dusty and dirty. He started to wash it, and scrub it. He got a surprise! [pick up kettle, scrubbing motion]

The kettle jumped up and said, 

“Don’t scrub me like a pot, pot, pot!

I’m not a kettle, I’m not, not, not!”

The kettle turned back into a tanuki and ran away into the forest. He ran back to the kind old man and they lived happily ever after.

